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Flagler County Emergency Management announced late November that
FEMA has opened a Disaster Recovery Center (DRC) in Flagler County to
provide one-on-one help to residents affected by Hurricane Milton. The
recovery center is located in a bus at the northeast corner of the parking
lot for the Kim C. Hammond Justice Center (courthouse) in Bunnell.

Disaster Recovery Centers are accessible to people with disabilities, or
access and functional needs, and are equipped with assistive technology. 

The Disaster Recovery Center is set up to assist residents with the
following:

Apply for assistance, which may also be done by phone at 1-800-621-
3362.
Learn more about available disaster assistance programs.
Learn the status of a FEMA application (or by phone at 1-800-621-3362).
Understand any letters received from FEMA.
Find housing and rental assistance information.
Get answers to questions or resolve problems.
Get referrals to other agencies that may offer separate assistance
programs.
Learn about Small Business Administration (SBA) programs.

“It is important to note that survivors do not need to visit a DRC to apply
for assistance, and are encouraged to apply online at
DisasterAssistance.gov or by downloading the FEMA App,” said
Emergency Management Director Jonathan Lord. “Additionally important
to note, FEMA does not distribute cash at Disaster Recovery Centers.” 

Kim C. Hammond Justice Center (northeast corner of the parking lot) is
located at 1769 E. Moody Blvd., Building 1, Bunnell. The Disaster Recovery
Center will be open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, except Thanksgiving when
it will be closed.
 

To find other center locations go to fema.gov/drc or text “DRC” and a Zip
Code to 43362.
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FEMA DISASTER RECOVERY CENTER (DRC) NOW OPEN
IN FLAGLER COUNTY 

     Flagler County Fire Rescue Battalion
Chief Daniel VanDeusen recently
graduated from the Emergency
Services Leadership Institute (ESLI),
sponsored and hosted by the Florida
Fire Chiefs’ Association. The program
was designed to address the present-
day leadership issues that affect mid-
level through chief fire officers.
      “It was a great experience going
through this program and having the
opportunity to learn from subject
matter experts within the targeted
curriculum,” VanDeusen said. “It has
provided me with new tools to bring to
the table.”

Participants are required to complete
six of the seven areas of study that are
offered:

Human Resources and Labor
Relations
Personal Qualities, Leadership, and
the Organization
Government Relations and Public
Policy
Marketing Fire and Emergency
Medical Services
Finance and Budgeting
Emergency Management
Community Risk Reduction 

     While each course can serve as an
independent and specific educational
experience, they serve collectively as a
foundation for emerging fire services
leaders as they advance towards
promotion within their respective
agencies, according to the Florida Fire
Chiefs’ Association website.    
    “Battalion Chief VanDeusen is
committed to his personal and
professional development, as this
achievement bears,” said Fire Rescue
Chief Michael Tucker. “Of course,
Flagler County Fire Rescue supports
and encourages all our men and
women to endeavor to reach their full
potential.”

BATTALION CHIEF DANIEL
VANDEUSEN GRADUATES
FROM ESLI

https://www.disasterassistance.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/mobile-products
http://www.fema.gov/drc
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LIVE STREAM
www.youtube.com/flaglercounty/live

SUFFER HURRICANE IAN DAMAGES
MADE WORSE BY HURRICANE MILTON?
HELP MAY BE AVAILABLE  
    Flagler County officials just received
word that FloridaCommerce is
supporting homeowners who had
Hurricane Ian damages that are now
worsened by Hurricane Milton through
the Rebuild Florida Program.
     Flagler County is one of 20 counties
impacted by both Hurricane Ian and
either Hurricane Helene or Hurricane
Milton that are eligible for assistance.
Those homeowners with exacerbated
damages should apply for the program
at Ian.RebuildFlorida.gov.
     “We urge you to communicate with
homeowners in your community about
the Rebuild Florida Program, Florida’s
long-term recovery program that
addresses remaining unmet housing
recovery needs through the repair or
replacement of hurricane damaged
homes,” said Meghan Miranda, Advisory
Services for KPMG, in an email sent to
County Administrator Heidi Petito. 
     The program prioritizes the most
vulnerable populations, including low-
income families, seniors, those with
disabilities, and families with children
under the age of 18. It is designed to
ensure homes are decent, safe, and
sanitary after sustaining hurricane
damage.
     Contact the call center at 1-800-915-
6803, Monday through Friday from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. for assistance.

    Flagler County doesn’t plan to lose any momentum now that the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) project is complete in Flagler Beach.
Post-hurricane season, the county is forging ahead with “Reach II” of its
Beach Management Plan – 5.5 miles from North 7th Street in Flagler Beach
and ending 1,900 feet north of Varn Park.
     Construction for Reach II – inclusive of northern Flagler Beach, Beverly
Beach, and Painters Hill – is anticipated to begin this coming spring 2025.
Outreach letters will be mailed directly to property owners from the title
company with easement details.
   “We don’t want to lose the momentum we have going with the
completion of the Army Corps project,” said County Administrator Heidi
Petito. “We have requested the modification of the permits we have with
the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and the Army Corps,
which will allow us to undertake a comprehensive beach and dune
restoration along the entirety of Reach II.”

Why Beach Nourishment is Important
Preserves natural beauty: Healthy beaches protect our coastline’s
aesthetic appeal.
Protects infrastructure: Dunes are a barrier, shielding our community
from storm damage.
Supports economic vitality: Beaches are a crucial aspect of our
tourism industry.

     The initial beach and dune restoration project along Reach II will be by
dredge from an offshore sand source and consist of 1.8 million cubic yards of
sand along 5.5 miles of shoreline in the project area. It is part of the 11.4 miles
of sacrificial dunes Flagler County built – completed in December 2023 – as
an emergency barrier to protect the improved property along the coastline.

Initial project funding
Permitting and Design Costs: $1 million at 100% FDEP funded through
a post-Ian-Nicole Grant
Initial Construction Costs: $35 million FDEP post-Ian-Nicole Grant 

     Projected long-term maintenance costs for Reach II are $5,047,300 per
year at 50% FDEP funding and 50% local share.
      Reach II will be eligible for 87.5% FEMA and Florida Division of Emergency
Management Public Assistance (Category G) following a declared disaster.
Additionally, funding for this beach nourishment project is being sought
through the FEMA Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.

B R E A K E R S

' D O  D A T E '  E V E N T S
12/21/24            Master Gardener Plant Clinic | 9:30-11:30 a.m.
                            Flagler County Public Library -- Palm Coast
                          2500 Palm Coast Parkway NW
                          Presented through a partnership with the
                          UF Extension Office in Flagler County 

FLAGLER COUNTY FORGES AHEAD WITH ‘REACH
II’ OF ITS BEACH MANAGEMENT PLAN

' T U N E  I N '  T O  M E E T I N G S
BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 9 a.m.
BOCC WORKSHOP MEETING at 1 p.m.
PLANNING AND ZONING at 6 p.m.
BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 5 p.m.

HURRICANE MILTON STORM DEBRIS
COLLECTION FOR PUBLIC ROADWAYS
IN UNINCORPORATED FLAGLER 
    With the exception of a few gated
subdivisions, Hurricane Milton storm
debris has been collected from all public
roadways in the unincorporated areas. 
     “We are continuing to coordinate with
our regular waste hauler, WastePro, to
complete debris collection within a few
remaining gated subdivisions over the
next week,” said Engineering Project
Manager Amy Stroger.
     Regular trash and yard waste pickup
will return to its normal guidelines. 
     The Flagler County Solid Waste
Division contracts with Waste Pro to
collect household waste, recyclables, and
green yard waste for the unincorporated
areas in the county. Within the cities it is
managed by each city agency, with
some using private solid waste manage-
ment companies, and some using in-
house resources.  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fIan.RebuildFlorida.gov&c=E,1,b2w8DyKUG9_y1ISn_R4LGqOhVGFgYtcxifHpZYnGkr52speaFzFwg9sEYQniimUdDkIdhDLz8WjcCJz3uKjZRsnEi-2udT54psWqt7HZNLiSf3Tz8KLZEA,,&typo=1&ancr_add=1

