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   There’s no better way for Flagler County Fire Rescue to embrace the
holidays than with a pint-sized, er Taco-sized, therapy dog to be its
ambassador for public outreach events – as well as to provide crucial
comfort and support to those who need it most.
  Community Paramedic Rob Errett and his Pembroke Welsh Corgi
named Taco took all the steps to be ready when duty calls and the call
came on December 11. They are graduates of Paws and Stripes College –
created by the Brevard County Sheriff’s Office – that teaches handlers and
their K-9 partners to provide emotional support to those in stressful
situations, whether to first responders themselves or those they serve.
   “The usage of therapy dogs within emergency services is a growing
trend to ensure the mental health of our citizens and our first
responders,” said Fire Rescue Chief Michael Tucker. “While Flagler County
is not the first to implement this type of program, we will certainly help
raise the bar for other emergency services providers to reach.”
     When Tucker approached Errett with the idea of turning his affable pet
into a therapy dog, the decision was easy to make.
     “I went home and discussed it with my wife,” Errett said. “We decided
that we wanted to do it. We thought it would be nothing but a terrific
benefit for our team (Flagler County Fire Rescue) and our residents.”
    Errett and Taco were enrolled in Paws and Stripes College – an AKC
recognized Therapy Dog Organization that partners with the University of
Central Florida Veterans Academic Resource Center and Space Coast
Therapy Dogs.
    “Taco is a rock star. He was already very well trained. He always makes
me look good,” Errett said. “I was a little worried about my own abilities.”
   Errett is proud to have the first therapy dog for Flagler County Fire
Rescue.
    “Anything I can do with Taco and our training to help Flagler County
Fire Rescue, I’m there,” Errett said. “All I want to do is to ease everyone’s
burden. Flagler County is taking the mental health aspect of its
employees and residents head-on. It is something to be reckoned with.”

A  M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  •  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5  •  V O L U M E  4  •  I S S U E  4

IT’S OFFICIAL – FLAGLER COUNTY FIRE RESCUE HAS A
THERAPY DOG NAMED TACO

     The new Industrial Development
Authority (IDA) is eager to build its
membership and to is hosting an
informational meeting February 6
about its mission to incentivize
building manufacturing facilities and
other projects that support economic
development.
     “IDAs have been used successfully
throughout Florida including Volusia,
St. Johns, Clay, and Putnam Counties,”
said Economic Development Manager
Dolores Key. “The primary purpose of
an IDA is to issue tax-exempt bond
financing for certain economic
development projects within Flagler.”
     The Board of County Commissioners
approved the Industrial Development
Authority, as it supports the county’s
Strategic Plan for Economic Vitality –
specifically Goal 1 “Diversify and
Enhance the Tax Base to Improve the
Local Economy” and Goal 2 “Develop
Competitive Advantages for New and
Existing Businesses.” 
     Tax-exempt bonds can be issued for:

Manufacturing facilities
Water and sewer projects
Solid waste facilities
501(C)(3) non-profit organizations
Expansion of qualifying businesses

      “By using the tax-exempt financing,
the end user receives a lower interest
rate and therefore has a more viable
project,” Key said. “Proceeds realized as
a result of IDA activities will be used to
enhance the economic competitive-
ness of Flagler County.”
     The meeting will be held at 9 a.m.
February 6 at the Flagler County
Tourism Office Conference Room, 120
Airport Road, 3rd Floor, Palm Coast.
Attendees are asked to RSVP to Key at
dkey@flaglercounty.gov.
    Those interested in being considered
for board appointment are asked to
complete and submit an application
by February 15 to the Board of County
Commissioners. 

IDA SEEKS MEMBERS,
MEETING ON FEBRUARY 6 

Taco makes the media circuit

mailto:dkey@flaglercounty.gov


JANUARY 8:                              
JANUARY 13:                             
JANUARY 14:                                
FEBRUARY 3:                               

LIVE STREAM
www.youtube.com/flaglercounty/live

FIRE RESCUE EQUIPS AMBULANCES
WITH LUCAS DEVICES TO IMPROVE
OUTCOMES FOR CARDIAC PATIENTS 
    Flagler County Fire Rescue has
equipped all its ambulances with LUCAS
(Lund University Cardiopulmonary Assist
System) devices that provide mechanical
chest compressions to patients in cardiac
arrest. The devices improve outcomes for
cardiac patients and increase operational
efficiencies for paramedics.
   “We were very fortunate to get a grant
for $90,000+  from the State Bureau of
EMS Oversight that allowed us to
purchase nine LUCAS devices – one for
each ambulance, which is a great
benefit for our community,” said Fire
Rescue Chief Michael Tucker. “They will
greatly enhance the quality of care we
are able to provide to our patients in
cardiac arrest.”
    In short, LUCAS devices create
consistent chest compressions that, in
turn, greatly improve the blood flow to
the heart and brain. It also prevents
paramedic fatigue, removes the need to
switch CPR-giving-paramedics every
two minutes, and can be used more
effectively and safely during patient
transportation. 
    “Our drivers often have to navigate
hazardous road conditions,” Tucker said.
“It can put paramedics in an unsafe
situation if they are performing CPR
while standing and unrestrained. With
the LUCAS device they can sit safety
belted while administering CPR.”
    The Florida Department of Health,
through its Bureau of EMS Oversight
and EMS Trust Fund, has the authority to
provide grants that improve and expand
prehospital emergency medical services.
    Flagler County Fire Rescue trained
paramedics in the use of the LUCAS
device in late November and continued
with two-day classroom training – “12-
lead ECG and STEMI: Critical Thinking for
Improved Cath Lab Activation” – in
Flagler County that included paramedics
from neighboring counties Putnam and
Volusia including the cities of Ormond,
Daytona, Port Orange, and Edgewater. 
    Tim Phalen, with ECG Solutions,
provided very technical cardiac care
information to the class of about 20
paramedics.
    “We (paramedics) aren’t cardiologists,”
he said during a break. “We do a great
job identifying obvious heart attack
situations, but my goal is to provide
information that will help to identify the
situations that aren’t so obvious.”

     The Flagler County Board of County Commissioners have selected
committee assignments for the 2024-25 fiscal year. Andy Dance, who
represents District 1, will serve a second year as commission chair. District 4
representative Leann Pennington also committed to serve a second year
as vice chair.
    Chair Dance selected to serve as designee on seven committees:
Canvassing Board; Career Source Brevard Flagler Volusia; Tourist
Development Council; Northeast Florida Regional Council; Volusia Flagler
Transportation Planning Organization; School Planning Oversight
Committee; and, the Small County Coalition of Florida. He will also serve as
an alternate for Heritage Crossroads and Transportation Disadvantaged
Local Coordinating Board.
      Vice Chair Pennington is the designee for the Flagler County Library
Board of Trustees and Heritage Crossroads. She also serves as an alternate
on the following committees: Career Source Brevard Flagler Volusia;
Department of Juvenile Justice Council; Department of Juvenile Justice
Circuit Advisory Council; Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia
County; Family Life Center; Flagler County Cultural Council; Northeast
Florida Regional Council; Volusia Flagler Transportation Planning
Organization; and, the Value Adjustment Board.
    Commissioner Greg Hansen serves on the following committees:
Florida Agricultural Legacy Learning Center Board of Trustees; Friends of
A1A Scenic and Historic Coastal Byways Group; A1A Scenic Pride;
Management Advisory Group for GTMNERR; Small County Coalition; and,
the Town of Marineland CRA Board.
      Commissioner Kim Carney serves on five committees: Department of
Juvenile Justice Council; Department of Juvenile Justice Circuit Advisory
Council; Early Learning Coalition of Flagler and Volusia County; Flagler
County Affordable Housing Advisory Committee; and, the School Planning
Oversight Committee. She also serves as an alternate on six committees:
Flagler County Library Board of Trustees; Friends of A1A Scenic and Historic
Coastal Byways Group; A1A Scenic Pride; Management Advisory Group for
GTMNERR; Public Safety Coordinating Council; and, the Town of
Marineland CRA Board.
   Commissioner Pam Richardson serves on five committees as the
designee: Family Life Center; Flagler County Cultural Council; Public Safety
Coordinating Council; Transportation Disadvantaged Local Coordinating
Board; and, the Value Adjustment Board. Additionally, she is an alternate
for the following committees: the Canvassing Board; Flagler County
Affordable Housing Advisory Committee; and, the Flagler County Tourist
Development Council.

B R E A K E R S

' D O  D A T E '  E V E N T S
1/10/25              Chef Chris Rains | Noon to 1 p.m.
                            Flagler County Public Library -- Palm Coast
                          2500 Palm Coast Parkway NW
                          Demonstration to transform healthy foods into
                          irresistibly delicious dishes! 

BOCC 2025 COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS

' T U N E  I N '  T O  M E E T I N G S
LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION at 1 p.m.
BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 5 p.m.
PLANNING AND ZONING at 6 p.m.
BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 9 a.m.


