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FCFR TRAINING CHIEF GIL
ASPINWALL GRADUATES
FROM THE ESLI

Flagler County Fire Rescue Division
Chief of Training Gil Aspinwall

recently graduated from the
Emergency Services Leadership
Institute  (ESLI), sponsored and

hosted by the Florida Fire Chiefs’
Association. The program  was
designed to address the present-day
leadership issues that affect mid-
level through chief fire officers.

“This is a great program that expands
your leadership base,” Aspinwall said.
“As Division Chief of Training, | see
the benefits in immersing yourself in
all  educational opportunities to
become a better asset to the team
and the community. Just because
you may no longer be on ‘the line’
running calls, does not mean you can
stop learning.”

Participants are required to complete
six of the seven areas of study that
are offered:

e Human Resources and Labor
Relations

e Personal Qualities, Leadership,
and the Organization

« Government Relations and Public
Policy

e Marketing Fire and Emergency
Medical Services

e Finance and Budgeting

¢ Emergency Management

e Community Risk Reduction

“We have a very dedicated leadership
team, and Training Chief Aspinwall is
very committed to his personal and
professional development. He
strongly believes in leading by
example,” said Fire Rescue Chief
Michael Tucker. “Flagler County Fire
Rescue supports and encourages all
our men and women to reach their
full potential. We are glad to see
interest in the ESLI program taking
off.”

ADVISORY BOARD
VACANCIES

» LIBRARY BOARD OF
TRUSTEES

»» AFFORDABLE HOUSING

VALUE ADJUSTMENT
»» CONTRACT REVIEW BOARD BOARD
PLANNING AND
»» PARKS AND RECREATION DEVELOPMENT BOARD
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL

» LAND ACQUISITION
COMMITTEE

GET INVOLVED - SEVERAL FLAGLER COUNTY CITIZENS
ADVISORY BOARDS HAVE OPENINGS

Interested in providing meaningful input to the Flagler County Board of
County Commissioners? There are a variety of citizens advisory boards
that have openings that will appeal to a variety of individual interests.

“These advisory boards play a crucial role in shaping decisions that affect our
community, public services, and overall quality of life,” said County
Administrator Heidi Petito. “Serving on an advisory board is not only a
rewarding way to contribute, but it also offers a chance to collaborate with
others who are equally passionate about making a difference.”

There are open positions on the following advisory boards that provide
recommendations to the Board of County Commissions:

» Contract Review Board — one roofer contractor needed

e Parks and Recreation — two open positions

e Land Acquisition Committee — one open position

e Library Board of Trustees — one open position

Additionally, the Affordable Housing Advisory Committee (AHAC), which
makes recommendations to the Flagler County Board of County
Commissioners and the City of Palm Coast, is seeking to fill open vacancies.

Information about the aforementioned boards is available directly at the
webpage www flaglercounty.gov/data and going to the “Citizen Advisory” tile.
Please submit applications promptly as positions only remain open until filled.

Finally, for those looking to enter on the ground floor of something big -
the newly formed Flagler County Industrial Development Authority (IDA)
— there will be an informational meeting 9 a.m. February 6 (Thursday) at
the Flagler County Tourism Office Conference Room, 120 Airport Road, 3rd
Floor, Palm Coast. Attendees are asked to RSVP to Dolores Key at
dkey@flaglercounty.gov.

Those interested in being considered for board appointment are asked to
complete and submit an application by February 15 to the Board of
County Commissioners.

Applications are available on the county website at:
https://www.flaglercounty.gov/departments/economic-development/.


http://www.flaglercounty.gov/data
mailto:dkey@flaglercounty.gov

'"TUNE IN' TO MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 10:
FEBRUARY 10:

BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 9 a.m.
BOCC workshop at 1 p.m.
PLANNING AND ZONING at 6 p.m.
BOCC REGULAR MEETING at 9 a.m.
LIVE STREAM
www.youtube.com/flaglercounty/live

FEBRUARY 11
MARCH 3:

OFF-DUTY FIREFIGHTER EXTRICATES PATIENT
FROM BURNING VEHICLE AFTER U.S.1 CRASH

Sometimes the right person is in the right
place at the right time to do something
extraordinary for someone else. That
happened on January 13. Off-duty Flagler
County Firefighter Paramedic, Domonique
Bennett happened to be at Whiteview
Parkway where it intersects with U.S. 1 when
a young man's blue car struck a construction
compaction roller and burst into flames.

Bennett, who is a graduate of the Flagler-Palm Coast High School Fire
Leadership Academy and is now working for the county, jumped into action
and extricated the patient from his burning car. The patient — declared a
trauma alert because of the type of accident and other clues about the type
and severity of the potential injuries — was airlifted by Flagler County
FireFlight to Halifax Health Medical Center in Daytona Beach.

Fire Chief Michael Tucker visited with the patient, whose identity has not been
released, at the hospital. The young man is currently in stable condition.

“This is what our firefighters train for day-in and day-out,” Tucker said.
“Domonique Bennett is an exemplary young firefighter, who stepped up to
do the right thing for someone in our community. He literally just passed
the paramedic exam and now has that status.”

The Fire Leadership Academy began in January 2017. The program of study
is a joint effort between Flagler Schools and Flagler County Fire Rescue,
Flagler Palm Coast High School, and Flagler Technical College.

Bennett has worked for Flagler County Fire Rescue since May 2023. He is
one of 11 firefighters in the department who graduated from the Flagler-
Palm Coast High School Fire Leadership Academy.

“This is a wonderful program and opportunity for our local students,”
Tucker said. “They are ready for the job upon completion, and it is a great
benefit to us to be able to hire from within our own community.”

The program is designed to be a four-year program in which students start
their freshman year and finish the summer after their senior year. Upon
graduation, students are prepared to take state examinations for
certification as Firefighter Il and Emergency Medical Technician (EMT).

‘DO DATE' EVENTS

JENNINGS & KELLER CONCERT | 1 p.m.
Flagler County Public Library -- Palm Coast

2500 Palm Coast Parkway NW
Enjoy heartfelt melodies in a welcoming setting.
Refreshments provided by Friends of the Library.

BREAKERS

OFFICIALS ADVISE RESIDENTS FDOT
HAS STARTED ITS RESURFACING
PROJECT ON STATE ROAD AlA

Flagler County officials advise
residents that the Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) has started
its resurfacing project between South
8th Street to North 18th Street in
Flagler Beach. The project is estimated
for completion this Spring.

Motorists should expect intermittent
lane closures throughout the project
corridor. The speed limit in the work
zone will range from 25 to 35 mph, FDOT
states in its flyer. Those accessing certain
driveways along the project corridor
may experience temporary impacts, and
the contractor will coordinate closely
with affected property owners to
minimize disruptions.

Electronic message boards and other
signage will direct traffic through the
work zone. Construction activity levels
and noise will vary during different
phases of the project, FDOT states.

According to FDOT, the project
includes pedestrian safety
enhancements, such as upgrading
certain crosswalks with Pedestrian
Hybrid Beacons (PHBs) at the
following intersections along the
roadway:

e South 8th Street

e South 3rd Street

e North 5th Street

¢ Moody Boulevard (State Road 100)

Additionally, pedestrian curb ramps
throughout the project corridor will be
upgraded to meet current Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards,
FDOT states.

For the latest project details and lane
closure information, visit FDOT's
Central Florida website at
www.cflroads.com.



http://www.cflroads.com/

